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YELLOWSTONE PARK, WYO. 
OF THE SUPERINTENDENT 


Say 6 19a6. 


MEMCRARWUM for the Directers 


Following {a the report of activities for Tellewstene Ietionsi “ark for 
the south ef April 19:6: 


Heather Conditions. The sutetanding feeture of the weather during the 
month was its dryness. Theugh a total ef 22 daya wes iiated ws partly cloudy 
to cloudy, a total of only .36 of an inch of mclature wee recorded. ‘atches 
of snow were stil] in ewidenes in the Ssanoth area on the 7th, but by the 
exd of the month ome had te look to elevations eanuiderably above or in deep 
ravines in the shade to find any. “uring the lntter omif of the period 
several texnperatures above 7U were read, am! the saximum for the senth was 
75 degrees, recorded on the 23th. Yeact minisues were well below freesing, 
onl the low for the momth was 16 derress, recerded om both the 2nd and the 

s 


Speeial Activities. Superintendent Kegers spent the entire sacrtih is 
the 5 waking ane trip to Sezeuen on the 18th to comtinue researes work 
in conmection with the legislative histery of the park. 


The fellewing Tellowstane employees were returned frou zilitery furlougk 
during the month; lLeeter ©. Abbie, t the position «f “arshouseman~truck 
river on April i, having served in the Savy sinee Soteber <, 19.5; John 
Lewis, to the position of Perk Hunger on April 7 by tranefer from crand Teton 
Haticnal Fark, after having been disch«rged from the 0. 5. Army om Sureh &, 
lGiubs Lloyd Je Astle, to the position of Uistriet Park sanger on Arril 9, 
having been relenced fren the U. i. Hayy on Yebruary 1G, IG. Daetrict 
Vark Semgera Garl 4. ‘emingsen and John %. Jay returned to the park on épril 
30 and will be returned from military furleagh on Key 1, after servies in the 
Ge Se Const Guurd. Fy the end of the month, besides Mosers. Sguingsen and 
day, there were only three employees still on cilitery furlough, Chie? ‘anger 
fremois De. Latowe, Purchasing Clerk Ladd 4. Shorey amt Clerk-‘tanographer 
Svelym &. fuser. Yr. Gharey wea discharged from the Arazy en April 30 an? ex< 
pects to return te duty an June 1, waile “ies fuser expects her release from 
the “eres about the middle of “uy and will return te duty by Jaume i. the 
=«veturn frase militery furlough of “r. iaXowe te otill indefinite, se he is nor 
in Kersa. ‘the Yellowstone has established « rather unique record, in that 
every one of its employees sho entored the wllitary services, with the ex- 
ception of the sbove three, have ratumed te their eld pesitions and there 
“ere no casualties anenz its xembeora. Thirty-five of sur regular esployses 
saw service in the armed forcee. 
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Sher personel actions during the month ineluded the employment of 
Susanna Ho Sowman ae @ Clork-Stenographer under Swotieon ., “egulation Vill, 
on April 6, the resignation of Clark<itenographer Alice 3. Yurphy on April 
12 and the resignation ef her husband, “ark Hanger “ebert J. “urphy, on 
April 15, ema the return from furlough of senvonal Clerk-itenogragher ( “are- 
heusemen) Besse i. Carr om April 22. Aesletant Chief Jenger %. Leon Svans 
returned to duty on April 5, after having spent 5 monthe in the ¥.8.1. sohool 
in Washington, Ue Ce 


The inter-agency tranefer of Frank &. Katteon, Landscape Architect, 
Piel, Region Teo, to the same position, Tellowstone Netional fark, was ap- 
preved on April 9. Sr. Mattson expeute to arrive in the Yellowstens about 
vey lve 


Arrangenents were meade om April 11 by the Ue is omplopmont Service in 
Livingsten to establish an of fice at Sawmoth Sot Springs te easels in recruit< 
ing eupleywee for the park. 4A representetive of the U.i.iei. will be stationed 
in the perk throughout the swmer. 


The park's rotery snow plows started opening the roads on April 15, seme 
2 woeke garlier than the previous year. [4 wae noovswary to gat the roads 
open to Canyon and Old Faithful in order te give the park coneesaienears an 
opportunity te get their ‘scilities in shape fer the cuming awmer. The 
Yollewstone Park Compeny ie to pay for the anow romewal covering the period 
fros April 15 te April 27, inclusive. the plews reached Ferris on April 14, 
Camyon April 25 and Gid ‘aithful April 425. Uhe plowe returned fron ld 
Faithful toe Canyon by way of Borris and opaned the road to Lake on the 29th 
and gst Thumb om the 50th. 


: A mew Sehogl Hoard was appointed by the “uperintendent om April 19, con- 
sisting of 2dwin &. Dird, chairman, Mrs. Semte fT. “hite, jecretary~Treasurer, 
and Hach @ Gbert, “Momber. 


A special candlelight ineter service wae held in the Sammoth Chapel at 
6150 Ace On Saster Gumday, April 21, with fev, Ae “so Seebart of the Congre- 
gationeal Giarch in Livingetom in charge. ipecial music was provided by 
residents of Wewmeth and Cardinar. 


Bids were epened by the ».H.4. in bemver on April 25 for bituminous sur~ 
facing of 7.U1l miles of section 1-Dl-5, Old “althtul to isa lake. Peter 
Kiewit Sons Company, Sheridan, “yoning, was the low bidder, with a bid of 
$155,327, Olef Helecn Construction Gompeny wae svound with a bid of 5156, 760, 
end the Yorthwest snginesring Company wae third with a bid ef .161,712.20. 
Sly 3 bide were received. the sugineer's catiesate, dated Search uy ly, 
was (62,116. The awarding of the bid to the low bidder was coneurred in by 
the park Juperintendent. 


Inquiries sontinued to pour in during the month in cenneotion with em- 
ployment with the park concessicners and a large number of applications was 
received for enployment with the Kational “ark Serview, particularly seasenal 
ranger, & great samy of which were frem veaterana. ‘ore inquiries in con- 
nection with park operations for the sumer were Teseived than in previous 
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years, and there ie little doubt but thet all travel records fer the park 
will be exeseded in 146 unless something wiforeasen occurs te interfere 
with travel. 


ine: a err Lilian Duan of the Fish amd “Lidlife édurvice, Sesenen, 
in charge 6 owatene hateheries, in ipril 5 for diseuselon of fish plant- 
ing programs ire twan returned to the park on the 25rd with Ur. Jack Chipman 
and Harry %. Saker of the “ish amd “Lidlife lorviee, end on April 50 he req 
turned on bie way to Leake te open the hatehe ry there. Cieyd dol, Jupply 
Offiear, Ue Se Perest ‘ervice, Missoula, and Yorest Hanger Surke of Gallatin 
Setional Forest, Sosemen, in agril 17. 4%. Os “onger, “oetal Inspector, 
Denver, and T. A. Fallows, “ostal inspector, Casper, in April 26 to anke 
arrengements for ewer wall service. ine wweter, (.5.0.0., Selene, and 
Le As Pavey, Oelleieds, Livingston, in April 26 in connewtion with the estab< 
lishment of ax a services Offiee in the pars. “syne i. Travis and 
vanea Be iperford, Ue eGuBey Holse, in April oy for water eR ge readings. 
Pred Suesey, former Yellowstone ouployes, visited the park om April 4, en 
route to Glacier ty transfer from sooky “ountein. “oe had just ~civanth < Bigs 
been disvharged from the Arny. 


Sans, = ean Surveys. ‘he read maintenance report for the Sed edge- 
Cooke rr 8 preps he drawing for the Canyoo power systen revised 
and mailed por the Regiomal Oirector. the allowwnt for the Canyon power 
system was ingeumied so no active sonetruction project is undersey in the 


a ty. Om April S Yellowstone waterial was «ent to the 
hurling te ad, Wiieage, for publicity surpeses and the followin, day 
the tarthees Pacific felder on the Yellowstone wae reviewsd. A press release 
om the read ani sccomodiations opening waa sent owt on April 15. A picture 
of the lower fella was furnished lassen hetlonel Park on April 22 for use in 
oommection with an exhibit prepesed in thet sark im conmeotion with the J0th 
anniversary of the ational Park Services. icme exellent Yellowstone material 
and plotures promoting park travel heave bees released by the railroads, aire 
linge, wus lines, oil vompanies and others interested in and serving the 
parks 


Read Yaintenanes. Very little snow fall during the month, and the only 
plowihg required Gh the Gardinar-ooke road was the removing of several large 
drifts between Placktail beer Creek and Geode Creek, enueed by Algh winds. 
The snow plows left Gemmoth on April 15 for the apring opening of the pe rie 

«weeds and by the end of the manth the reeds «ere open from Nemmnoth to ld 

| Faithful and from ferris Janction te Canyon, Leke amd “est Thumb. The 

- Weather wae unusually warm during the sonth of april and the snow had 
melted and settled such faster than was anticipated, mking plowing son~ 
ditions very favorable. 


Our maintenance funds are the lowest in sany years and the work to be 
dome greater. feavy trucks on the Serdiner-Cooke asvetion during the winter 
and spring have caused «a great many breaks in the surfacing between Nacnoth 
and the Lemar Cemyon. the Norris to Canyon section 1a ales in need of 
heavy repair. 
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Suring Mey and dune of 14,0 we were aaploying 196 men on road mainten- 
ange, in 1913, 202 men, in 1945, 85 men, but the waximun we will be able to 
eaploy this year for the seme poricd fe 45 men. Sepair of many of the im- 
portent mintenance items will need be delayed until late in the season 


| during heavy traffic when aaintonanecs ie very difficult. 


GConeossieners. Bre ds Se +e paid « vieit te the perk on April 6 
and again on the I3th. 0 April 28 he soved te Hemmoth with a crew te etart 


his seagon's operati one. 


The Yellowstone Fart Conpany opened ite sesa at Yarwnoth on Acril 15 with 
a crew of 25 men who were engaged in clean up and repair work around acmoth. 
A crew waa moved to Canyon on April 25 and te Cld Paeithful « few days later, 
Gar Belppis, Generali Manager, Kmcilton jtores, Inc., resently mleaged fron 
the 0. So Amay, arrived in the park via the west gate on April 29 to etert 
the Hanilten operations in the park. « Kaxilten ie not expected te arrive 
here until later in the season. 


Dre Alfred ¥. iueck, one of the park medics] officers, visited the park 
on April 17 te vaccinate ond exasine same of the sehoel chihiren. 


interpretative Services. Twenty-two hanger Peturalista were selected 

prdications for employuent after July 1 if the Interier 
Department Bill is passed by that time. 6 regard wae given to aprlications 
of veterans, and there are 4, positions yet to be filled by the selection from 
@ list of 10 or 12 applicants. These 2é fonger-leturelist positions, which 
were ebolished for the duration of the wer, wore re-eatabliahed om April 3, 
1946 sleng with the eatablishwrt of | new “eanger~ atureliet positions. 


The Chief Parke Saturalist attended the meetings ef the Cerdilleran 
Beotion of the Geological Society of amerios in Surkeley, Califernia April 19 
ané 20 while on annual leave. 


Musewn Aetivities and cxhiblte. During th: month « number of people 
ealied at the office of the “aturalivt Division and askad to be allowed to 
see the Yuseum. ‘these requests were granted and 25 people were asconnodated 
in this way. Also, om the dith a grow of wildlife students from the Univer- 
ality of Idaho, umier vrofesser Young, was given « speelel talk on the National 
Park values in the Mawaoth Museuwn and were accompanied one day in the field. 


The March-April iesue of teture Botes wae canpleted and mailed em April 1 
and 2. 

Research and Chservations. One day wee spent in the field by all three 
naturalists, mak ing Seervetions and taking pietures (April 5) in the Jerseshoe- 
Lamar Kiver and jeda Suite areas. Another half day was spent by Sauer and 
Cenden on the Hamueth Hot Springs terraces shtaining black and white pletures 
and Kedachrane movies. ltiumerous changes “ere observed in the thermal acti- 
vities of the terracea. 


Increase or ocrease in Travel. “inetewn humired and sixty-eight persons 
entered the park during April, compared with 217 for the seme period in 1915. 
The total persons entoring the mre for the travel yoar is 20,045 compared 
to 5,30 for 19/6, which is an inerwase of 27 per scent. 
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Seven hundred and six moter vehicles entered the park during April, 
compared to 74 during the same period in 1945. Total cars for the travel 
yoer thus fer ie 7,432 compared to 1,762 for the seme period last year, 
which is an inerwase of 321 owr cent. 


Visiters, Archduice Pelix of Austria visited the park on April 17 with 
a Mr. Coan of Billings. As none of the roads in the interior of the park 
waa open, the party was able to uske only the trip aleng the north side of 
the parr te Cooke. 


Carlos Hoerning of Santiago, Chile, Third Vies “resident of Motery Inter- 
national, with ure. Rourning end Yr. ond dre. “alter Savage of Butte, visited 
the park om April 25. These spoeial visiters were aseorted over whet roads 
nig Bg in the perk and were the first 1946 vieltors to see Old vaithful 

ROG2 Ble 


tanger Serv 
at Memmoth, Cardiner, end the Game Ranch were put in conmiitien for future 
use. The winter came ranges were covered to count winter-killed animals, to 
study spring range conditions, aud the movement of animals during thoir spring 
migrations. ‘Spring hunting seasons on bear in Yyowing and Yomtana required 
patrol of the south, west, and nerth boundaries. ihe highway in the Gallatin 
required constant patrol due to the effects ef the spring weather and melting 
snows. Ancessible sections of the north and west bounderies were mm rkod 

with new baimdary signa. 


ies, The elk trap at Blacktail wes dismantled and the trapa 


A firet aid end lew enforcement training scheol for rangers atetioned 
at or near headquarters was started om 4pril 29. A study of the trarfie aeci- 
dont and enforcement records for a five-year period was completed and the 
resulte will be ueed as o guide for future planning. 


Wildlife ~ Gmeral. uring the month the bighern census wes completed 
and reperss were propared om thie, the «ik, bleon, antelope and deer counts. 
Some of these have not yet bown subaitted, due te lack of stenographis help. 


& April 27 and 2H on inspection of a part of the “est Yellowstene Dist- 
rict was made and the armual apring aeeting of the Upper Callatin Conservation 
Cosmittes was attended in eounection with discussion of wildlife canagement 
prodblens. 


Siseon: After the read was gleared of snow during the latter part of 
the nonth, a oheck was made of the Yellowstone Aiver between “anyon and Yellow- 
stone lake to more accurately determine losses from drowning. ‘Thirty-six 
eareaases were observed in the river over «a d-mile esction from jiud Voleane 
southward, and plane were wade for early reseval end burial of the carcasses 
vefore high water. From observetions made carlier in the winter, 1% appears 
that this herd of buffalo atteapted to croee om the lee fron the east side 
and wore trapped when the lee breke ug beneath them. ‘emoval opwratione may 
reveal additional animale leat in this manner. 


Blk: uring the month of April field surveys were sade in the Manmeth, 
Tower Falls and Lamar Dietrigts to obtain an estimate of naturel winter 
losses, estimates were submitted on April 50 showing a total for the northern 
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range ef 251, or in round nuabers, 230. Ginee exeoptionslly mild weather 
prevailed during the entire senth, extensive areaa of winter ranges were 
wade available and @lk migrated to the bigher areas where much green forage 
was available at} the close of the period. It he believed that additiens] 
natural losses (oxoept for newly-hern calvea} will be negligible, and the 
figure ef 250 ie regarded as the fink] winter loss estimate for 19:6. 


he nawnoth area wan ceuphoted during the aati a uuber af” the 
babentone conditions which wore foumi were corrected at the time ef the ine 
spection, but other conditions were found wiich will entail considerable 
funds ani work to bring the bulidings up to recaunended standards. 


Ferestry end “ire Tretection. Kalntenanes of fire equipment end mark 
ing of property # tire cache at Mammoth eceupled a good portion af the 
month. 

Leckout studied and ervnlsations anc aseembling eli availeble information 
comcorning cur primary and secondary loorouts was carried om. 


Definite commitments vers mada to twenty fire control alds applicants 
%o repert on June 17. 


Pour aounitaentes were made to prospective trail laberers, to begin work 
om June 5. 


ACcidente. me motor yehiole acetdent waa reported. The single eceupant 
euffersd painful injuries and the vehicle was badly damaged. 


Wiscellaneoue, Tao regular monthly aeeting of the Hatiomal Federation 
of Pedaral Geployeds %o. i65 was held in the Canteen on April 1. The leet 
meeting of the lecel before the swmer seusom beging was held on the Coth. 


A beautiful wedding was solemmised in the park at the mamnaoth ehagel on 
Sundey, April 1, when Mise ¢. “ilea Smith wae sarried to Aubrey L. imines. 
Rawse Ae % Seobart of the Congregational church in Livingsten of fieiated. 
Mies Saith is the secretary to the Gupvrintendent, while dr. Seines is a 
park renger, having been the first of the Yallewstene enploysees te anter the 
wilitary serviee. Me reterned from military furlough on May 2, 19 G, having 
served since June i, 1941. The couple left by saute following the ceremony 
for a month's honeymoon trip to the southweet, expecting to viait « number 

of Fational Parks and Honwaents. A eae supper was held in the Jove rmment 
mons om April 15. 


A daughter was born te park ranger end Srae William A. Ayguist in a 
Sembtle, “ashingten heapiteal om April 29. “Ur. lyquist was recently dlacharged 
from the 0. 3. Coast Guard and was returned to the Yellowstone from militery 
furlough on Zarch 26, 1916. 


The mother of Diatrict ‘ark Ranger John “. duy died at Salida, Colorado 
om April 17, the burial being held at Gulids om the 20th. wr. Jay had just 
recently been discherged from the U. J. Conet Cusrd amd was at home with his 
mothor at the time of her death. 
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Se of the few remmining old timers of the perk, Cherles Johnson, diad 
of a heart atteck at the Lott ‘ospital in Livingsten om April 20. Burial 
was im the “euntein Yiew Cemetery in Livingston on the Goth. er. Johnson 
ia the etepfather of civind 7. “seyen, Aseoclate Segional Dirsetor, ‘egia 
Three, and Clarence Scoyern, an employes of the Poet Offices at Mammoth. He 
was born in Gvtenberag, Sweden on “ereh ic, 1853, and took up residence in 
the park in 189). He lives im the park ince thet date and worked aa « 
toamster for the “ar and interior Copartmaris and handled wood cutting end 
bawling contracts. 
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